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Principle for Success and Reasons for Downfall —
By Sir Syed, 1896

(DXJLJ]-J/"/}U}‘!LJ;)

(Translated by: Mansoor Alam)
[Magalaat-e Sir Syed; Ed. Maulana Ismail Panipati;
Publisher, Majlis-e-Taraqqi-e-Adab, Lahore, 1963]

The old system of education cannot inculcate character attributes in
students required for our times; nor can it create fortitude, self-respect,
and self-control in students; nor can it engender love, dignity, and
sympathy for our nation so essential for our people's future progress and
welfare. In those days the teachers and the students had similar thinking
as the rulers, so the mosques and school systems became their echoes.
But these days everything has changed — the structure of government,
composition of nation, system of governance, and means of delivery and
welfare of common masses. So, unless we change and do not move and
adjust with the times, how can we expect to succeed?

There are large number of students and children of noble families who
need lot of help. Our leaders and rich and those who want progress and
development of our people must help these children to acquire
education, but not via the old system of education but by establishing a
new system of education that I just described. This new system will
preserve their dignity and self-respect along with providing them quality
modern education. These students must live in dorms with proper rules
and regulations so that they can learn discipline and build self-
confidence, and march onward on their educational journey with
fortitude; and become useful and productive members of society.

It is a common refrain from the proponents of status quo that the
emphasis which is being placed on our nation's progress in these days
had never been placed before: schools are opening regularly; new
orphanages are being opened as never before; large numbers of Islamic
organizations are being established at a breakneck speed though they
start disappearing after a short while. But it is sad that the same
dependence and subjugation of our nation continues, the eradication of
which these efforts were supposed to be directed at. So, what does this
scenario teach us? Can these old ways will work to pull our people out of
humiliation and subjugation? Never! Usual ways will never work.
Instead, these will create even more examples of our nation's misfortune
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and failure as a people.

A famous traveler has said that if one wants to know a nation's condition
of whether it is moving on a path of progress and freedom or a path of
humiliation and subjugation — then it is enough to see their graveyards
and their places of worship. If their graveyards are well taken care of and
are manicured, and their places of worship are well attended under good
and clean and well-organized environment, then one could be sure of that
nation's respectable wellbeing. But there are other indicators when it
comes to India to judge a nation's condition, and they are its Islamic
schools; its Islamic organizations; its orphanages — because in them are
found signs of our nation's starkest humiliation and degradation.

O respected elders of my nation! If you all, with complete trust, work
together then you will be able to generate power and strength that was not
available to Harun Rashid; nor to Mamun Rashid; nor to Akbar; nor to
Shahjahan; and nor is it available even to the present highly competent
British government — provided you give 2% of your income and spend it
on just one cause with firm conviction, harmony and focus, instead of
smattering your power and resources working on multiple
uncoordinated ill-conceived projects. Then you will see that you will be
able to complete grand tasks even more grandeur than Europe's. But it is
sad that we are not steadfast in our goals. If we are steadfast then we are
not wholly magnanimous. This is the reason that all our efforts
degenerate into miscarriage and nothing useful happens to our nation.
Moreover, it hastens our momentum towards our nation's decline and
failure. As Allah conveyed through the Prophet (PBUH): Ll el ;,gjl\ dﬂ
‘;sda\)aaj\dm;mwdmjc w)ujchuwdm‘t)_xa)cm&dm“;\y
a5 (K (3:26) - O Messenger! Tell them that no nation is Allah's
favorite. Everyone is treated according to His Laws which lay down that
everyone will get the reward of what he has striven for. Status and
position is also determined according to one's deeds. So whoever
violates them deprives himself of authority and honor. He has laid down
these measures to regulate everything and all this is for the good of
humanity. [Exposition]

Religious superstitions and prejudices are also impediments to our
nation's progress and welfare. Whether or not they are able to, but we
should expect our religious scholars to eradicate these evils. This will
provide peace and security for our nation to channel its energy in positive
and constructive direction. I remember vividly that when railway trains
started then an issue was raised as to whether or not praying in train was
appropriate. Our religious scholars gave the fatwa that it was not. Then
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grand discussion started: since stopping a train was not in our hands and
by the time a train stops prayer time may have already past—a fatwa was
rendered that traveling in trains is not permissible. But since this fatwa's
disastrous effect affected both the Mullahs and their devotees, religious
scholars closed the discussion on this fatwa by saying “because it is
unavoidable to travel in train we can prayer because there is no other
alternative.” But still, I have seen some pious people praying at a train
stop so frantically that even the recording-keeping angels might have
had hard time to keep up with them! And in some cases the train left in the
middle of their prayer. Afterwards, they were sitting on the platform
worrying sick what to do. Even their luggage was gone. When people
asked them why did they do this when they knew they might miss the
train? They angrily replied: the world is meant to be a suffering place for
believers and heaven for the unbelievers; that whatever difficulties
befalls on a believer in this world he should patiently bear them.

An elder Maulvi Sahib used to declare many people Kafir in every matter
by saying, “If you act like other people, then you are from among them.”
One summer evening the Maulvi Sahib came to the house of a person to
argue with him who opposed his fatwa. The person was sitting in the
porch and suggested that it would be better to discuss the issue in the
lawn which had a bench and some chairs. The person sat on the bench
and respectfully offered to Maulvi Sahib the chair. When Maulvi Sahib
sat on the chair the person echoed the Maulvi Sahib's fatwa: “If you act
like other people, then you are from among them!”

When so much superstition and unnecessary prejudice abounds in our
people and our scholars, instead of trying to remove them, add more fuel
to this fire then how will our people progress? Under this situation then,
only if God forgives our sins, makes us steadfast, and helps us —only. and
only then there is some hope for us: U xailg Gal ] & &L ) ialile ¢ 8l \-\-u
(2:250) —“O Our Sustainer! Endow us with steadfastness and firmness.”
Beyond this, I do not want to put forth before you the rest this verse!
Please believe me that unless we create the best institutions for our
nation whether they are for educational purposes or whether they are
meant to take care of our orphans; that unless we build the highest quality
infrastructure for these institutions similar (or close) to Europe, and
provide all the essential wherewithal and amenities to our children's
quality education and training that are available to European children —
until then our people's progress is not going to happen. No doubt, a large
sum is required for this purpose. But if our nation becomes focused
determined, and works earnestly for this one common goal; then I am
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quite confident that there will be no shortage of funds. In fact, our people
are capable of doing more than what is required to accomplish this task
provided, as Sir Auckland Calvin has said, we break our self-crafted
idols and focus on our people's progress and welfare.
Sir Auckland Calvin has said that in the world today there are as many
self-crafted idols as there were in Arabia in seventh century. One of the
self-crafted idols is that “we will continue to follow our ancestors' path of
education and their ways of learning and discussion.” Another self-
crafted idol is that “we should refrain from and suspect anything that is
different from what our Islamic state and religion passed on to us.”
Another idol 1s that “we feel proud about our ethnicity, national heritage
and our clique.” Our other extremely dangerous idol is our “laziness,
carelessness, and irresponsibility.” All these idols are dumb and reside in
the dark recesses of hearts which make us anxious and afraid of change
and make us spew hatred and prejudice. All our self-crafted idols are
senseless in their claims and must be discarded, no matter how much we
love and rationalize and justify them.
Our very first Imam, Prophet Ibrahim (PBUH) broke all idols of his time
and our last Prophet (PBUH) broke all idols and removed them from the
Kaaba. Therefore, we should follow them and break all our self-crafted
intellectual, emotional, and spiritual idols and remove them from our
hearts and minds without which we will never be able to achieve success
and progress.

For some time, by mistake, we made Kaaba an idol-shrine;

1t is time to bring out those idols out of our heart's shrine!
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